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             IMPORTANT DATES                                         
July 
Friday 16th   Grade 3/4 District Basketball 
Tuesday 20th  Grade 5 Superspeak Incursion 
Tuesday 20th  Regional Cross Country  
Wednesday 21st Grade 2 Melbourne Zoo Excursion    
Wednesday 21st Grade 1M, 1N & 1Y Rippon Lea Excursion 
Thursday 22nd   Prep C, Prep H & Prep K Mad about Science Incursion 
Monday 26th   Grade 3 Healesville Excursion (8.15am) 
Thursday 29th   Whole School & Graduation Photo 
Friday 30th  Preps 100 Days of Schooling 
August 
Monday 16th   Curriculum Day (No Students this day)  

  Term Dates 
Term 3 Monday 12th July – Friday 17th September 

Term 4 Monday 4th October – Friday 17th December 
 

 

Principal’s Note 
 
Welcome Back 
Welcome back to Term 3 – it promises to be a very productive and busy term. Special events that will take place this 
term include the Maths/English Competitions, student Cyber Safety sessions, Grade 5/6 Family Life classes, athletics 
events, Grade 4 Bike Education, excursions/incursions at each level and a multi-age activity day to name some of the 
important happenings to occur. All the students look rested and enthusiastic and we look forward to a productive 
and enjoyable term of schooling. 
 
School Review & Highlights at PWPS 2017-2020 
In Term 1 of next year, Preston West Primary School will undertake a comprehensive school review. The process is 
extremely thorough and detailed and will result in a new strategic direction for our school to ensure future 
ambitious improvements are set as key goals. In summary, the review  involves the analysis of data since 2017 
(Student outcomes, NAPLAN and all Student/Parent/Staff Opinion surveys) and our progress as measured in relation 
to the goals/targets of our 2017-2020 Strategic Plan, other State Government Schools/Similar schools and against 
the Department of Education and Training’s Framework for Improving Student Outcomes (FISO).   The staff have 
already commenced preparations for our review next year and are excited in anticipation of presenting our 
documentation to a reviewing panel over a four day period.  
 
One aspect of the review that must be completed is a section on ‘Hightlights’ at Preston West PS over the cycle of 
our Strategic Plan. At Preston West Primary our overall results, sense of community, high expectations, positive 
culture and the ability to focus our morale purpose on our core business (our wonderful students) is extremely 
pleasing and we have a great deal to be proud of. However, the reviewing process only allows us to identify up to 
four highlights. During semester one we utilised various forums to gather information from students/staff and 
analysed all opinion surveys since 2017. All students across the school had input into the highlights and articulated 
why they believed Preston West Primary is a special place. Forums were conducted for our student leaders (School 
Captains, House Captains/Vice Captains and Junior School Council), our 2022 Grade 6 students and our JSC gathered 
data from each classroom across the school. School Council also discussed our highlights and the results generated 
from our forums and reviews. Student questions included: 
 

http://www.prestonwest.vic.edu.au/


 

 

What makes PWPS a great school? 
What can we do to further improve our school? 
In your time at PWPS what are the most important things you have learnt? 
What does being at leader at PWPS mean? 
 
I encourage parents to read the ‘Highlights’ attached this newsletter that will be utilised in our school review. A clear 
picture from the vast volume of responses from our student body in relation to our highlights targeted our 
curriculum/learnings, sense of belonging (wellbeing) and extra-curricular activities.  
 
More information on the school review will be shared with our community in the future and the Department of 
Education and Trainings Parent/Carer/Guardian Opinion Survey will be distributed next week.   
 
Updated Guidelines in School re. Covid 19 
Whilst masks are not required to be worn outside at this point in time, parents must wear masks whilst in the school 
buildings. Face masks must be worn outdoors where physical distancing of 1.5m cannot be maintained. Parent 
helpers for activities such as Guided Reading and excursions can now recommence.  I thank parents for promptly 
leaving the premises at drop off and pick up times.  
 
Curriculum Day – Monday 16th August 
Just a reminder to parents that Preston West Primary will have a curriculum day on Monday 16th August. This will be 
a pupil free day. Teaching and Educational Support staff will receive professional development on the Department’s 
Cultural Understanding and Safety Training (lead by our Regional Koori Officers).  During the afternoon, staff will 
commence evaluating our achievements over the period of our last Strategic Plan (2017-2021) in relation to 
Departments Framework for Improving Student Outcomes (Excellence in Teaching & Learning, Professional 
Leadership, Positive Climate for Learning and Community Engagement in Learning).  
 
Lunchtime Clubs 
Each week students at Preston West Primary have the opportunity to participate in a range of lunchtime clubs. In 
next weeks newsletter we will publish what lunchtime club opportunities are available to our students in Term 3.  
 
Whole School and Graduation Photo 
The whole school and Grade 6 Graduation photo will be conducted on Thursday 29th July. It is imperative that 
students are in full school uniform on this day.  
 
First Aid Officers 
Special thanks to all the families who elected to make voluntary contributions to staff our first aid officers at Preston 
West Primary in 2021. Carol and Sandra are doing a wonderful job administering medications, treating on average 30 
students per day and maintaining medical folders / records. The employment of our first aid officers has also greatly 
assisted our office staff in undertaking their key tasks as required by the Department of Education and Training. 
Thank you to those who have supported this initiative.  
 
Mobile Phones in Classrooms – Ministerial Announcement  
Just a reminder to parents/carers of the Minister for Education James Merlino announced in regards to banning 
mobile phones for all students at Victorian state primary and secondary schools. The aim on this policy is to reduce 
distraction, tackle cyber bullying and improve learning outcome for all students. At Preston West Primary parents of 
students who carry a mobile phone need to inform myself or Mark Ross is writing as to why their child requires a 
phone. If approved, all student mobile phones must be handed into the main office upon arrival to school and are to 
be collected after 3.30pm.  

Student  Safety / Parking - Before and After School                                                                                                                              
A priority at Preston West Primary is student safety. I acknowledge that the streets around our school and Preston 
can become very congested around drop off and pick up times. However, can I please remind parents of the 
following: 

 Please ensure children correctly utilise the school crossings and do not cross between cars.  

 Please ensure you do not block our neighbours drive ways and take note of the parking signs – Kiss and Go 
zone, disable parking bays, bus zone etc.  



 

 

 Please don’t use the crossing or schools front gates to drop child off. 
The traffic police regularly patrol the schooling zones in Preston. If parents/carers can also inform other family 
members who do drop offs and pick ups of the expectations in relation to parking and safety around the school. 
Thank you for your anticipated cooperation to promote the safety of our students and pedestrians.   

District Winter Sporting Final 
Congratulations to our boy’s soccer and mixed netball teams who competed in the grand finals of the District Winter 
Competition on Friday 25th June. Whilst being defeated in their matches, both our netballers and soccer teams did a 
great job and played with a never give up attitude.  All our competitors played with all their hearts and should be 
very proud of their wonderful efforts.  
 
Grade 3 / 4 Basketball Competition 
Tomorrow our Year 3 /4 basketballers will represent Preston West at the District Competition. We wish them all the 
best throughout their matches. Special thanks to Melanie Trounce for her commitments in Term 2 to train and 
prepare the teams.  
 
Before and After School Care                                                                                                                                                                 
Our Before and After School Care Program continues to attract a high number of students. Nicole and Mary do a 
wonderful job with their team.  The care, encouragement and support the staff show is terrific. Providing food for 
over 195 students in one session is a huge feat. The program encourages healthy and fresh food choices during the 
morning breakfast and afternoon snack time. Our menus are on display near the kitchen. Breakfast includes a 
selection of breads (wholemeal, multigrain, white and raisin) accompanied by spreads such as jam, vegemite, tomato 
and cheese. Cereal options include oats/porridge, low-sugar wholegrain cereal, rice bubbles and corn flakes.  
Afternoon snacks vary including fruit and vegetable platters, corn chips, cheese, rice crackers, sandwiches and 
wraps. A range of seasonal fruit is available at all times. All children are accommodated for during menu planning 
and the program caters for specific dietary requirements, anaphylaxis and allergies. Icy poles are sometimes 
distributed on hot days and on the last day of each term special treats are provided e.g. party pies, sausages, pizza 
and chips. Experiences the children may engage in include cooking, art and craft, sport, reading, dress up, sewing , 
knitting, games e.g. cards, chess and dominoes and directed and undirected free play. On hot and wet days the 
children will access the library, art room and computer lab. Please note the planning tree is on the carpeted area in 
the foyer. Direct debiting at our Before and After School Care program will be trialled with a small group of families 
next term, prior to being introduced in Term 4. 
 

Cheryl Bondeson 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Highlights at PWPS 2017-2020 
 

A strong focus on teaching and learning 
 
Preston West is committed to embedding FISO, HITS and DET initiatives into our everyday 
teaching and learning. Embedding these models underpins our focus and determination to 
improve teacher practice and provide vital and successful learning opportunities for all students. 
Teaching staff are highly focussed, with ongoing professional development, to implement best 
practise to achieve improved student outcomes through: 

 Explicit Literacy and Numeracy teaching models - Guided Reading model P-2 using the 

7 explicit reading strategies. Guided Reading, Literature Circles and Independent Reading 

in Grade 3-6.  Using George Booker’s text ‘Teaching Primary Mathematics’ P-6. Consistent 

P-2 use of Jolly Phonics/Jolly Grammar and implementation of SMART spelling (2022). 

 Curriculum Planning - Literacy, Numeracy and E-Learning committees. Leading 

Teachers/Learning Specialists utilised for coaching and mentoring. Staff work 

collaboratively in teams to document (on Google Drive) a challenging curriculum utilising an 

agreed upon planning template, which includes learning intentions, success criteria and 

differentiated student groupings. High expectations set for students and a vast quantity of 

school teaching resources. 

 Professional Learning Communities (PLC) - School PLC model for teams to identify best 

teaching practises and maximise student growth. School wide focus determined for PLC 

cycles. Weekly scheduled PLC meetings and four peer observations every term for staff. 

 Assessment and Data - Regular use of SPA data in inform planning, assessment and 

reporting. Triangulation of data to inform planning and tracking growth achieved though 

Pre/Post testing, NAPLAN and external assessments e.g. PAT R, PAT Maths and Essential 

Assessments (including the adaptive My Numeracy section that specifically selects tasks 

for individual students). Differentiation of lessons for students using their Zone of Proximal 

Development. School wide moderation of writing in and across teams. 

 

Positive learning environment and commitment to wellbeing 
 
Preston West Primary School students, staff and community members promote a strong culture 
that underpins a safe and engaging school environment, and a positive climate for learning. Within 
the school community, strong social ties are maintained, celebrations are shared, and high levels 
of acceptance and care are shown towards each other. Whole-school events foster belonging, 
connection, engagement and school pride with each other and the broader school community 
include a Community BBQ, concert and art show (which celebrates and show cases the artist and 
musical talents of our students). 
School wide approaches and practices provide a strong platform for student wellbeing and 
connectedness. These include our ‘Huddle’ program for responsible and respectful relationships, a 
school wide wellbeing/behaviour program ‘It’s Your Choice’ and the resilience/wellbeing program 
called Bounce Back. Teachers and students begin each year creating a safe learning 
environment. This environment is built on trust and respect, and it empowers students to share 
thoughts, ideas, beliefs and opinions. All teachers and students formulate, articulate and share 
their ideas with one another to embed a supportive and caring learning environment. Leaders and 
teachers understand the role they play in supporting students to express their ideas and opinions. 
Building on classroom practices, staff wellbeing is promoted through collaborative teams, within 
and across year levels. Teachers challenge and support one another to build and refine their 
practice to achieve greater consistency in teaching practice across the school. 

 
 



 

 

 
A multitude of extra curricular activities that are offered to students across the 
school 
 
At Preston West a multitude of extra-curricular activities are available for our students, in addition 
to their weekly specialist classes in Visual Arts, Music, Italian and Physical Education.  The extra-
curricular activities we offer assist students to learn, grow and thrive towards reaching their full 
academic, social and emotional potential. Additional programs in selected year levels include 
Perceptual Motor Program, Swimming, Bike Education, Camps and Young Leaders.  
Students are able to pursue their musical talents in school choirs and rock bands. Throughout the 
Strategic Plan, PWPS students have performed in the Northern Suburbs School of Rock, the Boite 
Choir and a talent show (PWPS Has Talent). In Physical Education students have access to 
interschool sports, swimming, cross country and athletics. Some year levels have engaged with 
external sporting clubs who have conducted specialised programs e.g. gymnastics, tennis and 
cricket. 
Our STEAM resources have expanded significantly. Students now have access to 3D printers, 
drones, cozmoes, mindstorm lego, spheroes, bloxels, inobots, bluebots and lego wedo. Students 
utilise these resources during their Visual Art sessions and also during small group STEAM 
sessions.  
Each lunchtime, students have the opportunity to access various clubs such as reading & drawing, 
dance, library, gardening, prodigy, mindcraft, rock band, podcasts, art, mindfulness, debating, 
book art, board games, chess, lego, music and specific sports. 
Each term a multi-aged activity day is conducted, whereby approximately 15 students from Prep –
Grade 6 are grouped together to complete activities based around a common theme. An annual 
multi-age event held with great prestige is Multicultural Day. The PWPS community prides itself on 
our vast cultural richness and views this as a major strength of our school. Other multi-age days 
celebrated have included NAIDOC Week, Book Week, STEAM, Health, Olympics, Science, 
Harmony Day and The Arts.  

 



 

 

 


